
  

  
2   December   2020   

  
Dear   Parents,   Guardians   &   Community   members,   

I   hope   you   had   a   safe   and   relaxing   holiday.    This   week’s   community   letter   is    a   plea   to   the   community   
to   stay   vigilant   and   to   follow   all   of   the   executive   orders,   guidance,   and   guidelines   that   are   in   
e�ect   in   Vermont .    Active   cases   of   COVID-19   are   at   the   highest   points   they   have   been   in   the   state.   
Based   on   the   latest    information   provided   on   December   1,   2020   by   the   Vermont   Department   of   
Health ,   Grand   Isle   County   is   one   of   the   safest   places   in   Vermont   with   only   �ve   (5)   con�rmed   cases   of  
COVID-19   in   the   entire   county   in   the   last   14   days.    A   result   of   this   relatively   low   rate   of   infection   has   
allowed   us   to   safely   create   more   opportunities   for   students   to   participate   in   in-person   learning.    As   the   
number   of   positive   cases   spikes   in   other   counties,   school   districts   are   having   to   consider   potentially   
reducing   in-person   opportunities   for   students   (this   is   recent    communication   from   Franklin   Northeast   
Superintendent   Lynn   Cota   to   the   communities   in   FNESU ).     Your   help   now   is   critical.   

On   November   20,   Governor   Scott’s   Executive   Order   suspended   multi-household   social   gatherings.   
The   Order   prohibits   multiple   households   from   participating   in   the   same   social   gatherings,   including   
group   trips,   gatherings,   related   ceremonies,   holiday   events,   parties,   celebrations,   and   sharing  
accommodations   with   anyone   outside   of   your   household.   At   a   recent   press   conference,   Governor   Scott   
shared   that   71%   of   positive   COVID-19   cases   in   Vermont   were   connected   to   social   gatherings.     

On   November   23,   the   Vermont   Secretary   of   Education,   Dan   French,    issued    guidance   to   schools   
related   to   the    Governor’s   Executive   Order    and   multi-household   gatherings .    On   November   24,   and   
again   on   November   27,   Governor   Scott   spoke   to   the   impact   multi-household   gatherings   could   have   on   
students   and   sta�   being   able   to   remain   in-person   in   our   schools.      

As   you   know,   GISU   has   strived   to   be   a   safe   and   healthy   learning   environment   for   all   students,   faculty   
and   sta�.    The   suspension   of   multi-household   social   gatherings   acts   as   an   extension   of   the   state’s   travel   
guidance   and   in   turn,    the   Governor   has   asked   families   to   quarantine   if   they   attend   or   host   a   
multi-household   gathering.     The   guidance   issued   by   the   Agency   of   Education   allows,   but   does   not   
require,   schools   to   include   questions   about   multi-household   gatherings   on   their   health   screening;   and   
subsequently   exclude   children   from   school   if   they   have   participated   in   multi-household   activities   until   
they   have   completed   the   required   quarantine.     

By   sending   your   student   to   school   you   are   verifying   that   you   are   in   compliance   with   the   Governor’s   
order.   Due   to   the   many   variable   scenarios   that   a   household   may   have,   at   this   time   we   will   not   be   asking   
our   students   and   sta�   this   question   as   part   of   the   daily   health   screening.   We   do,   however,   expect   
families   to   do   the   right   thing   and   monitor   their   own   activities   related   to   multi-household   gatherings   

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/85f43bd849e743cb957993a545d17170
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/85f43bd849e743cb957993a545d17170
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1phQaYuEZNw-YsB3sVsCijEBFp7rQdHY-zQajjOqr68E/edit?fbclid=IwAR1NRmckBv3mb2puRekMyFDjlVsEZY_RviBJheVszdVwFVH40pXl6_jC_kE
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1phQaYuEZNw-YsB3sVsCijEBFp7rQdHY-zQajjOqr68E/edit?fbclid=IwAR1NRmckBv3mb2puRekMyFDjlVsEZY_RviBJheVszdVwFVH40pXl6_jC_kE
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/KR2pBYUiwoKgxSOqyN2Bww~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhpBF1P0SLaHR0cHM6Ly9lZHVjYXRpb24udmVybW9udC5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvYW9lL2ZpbGVzL2RvY3VtZW50cy9lZHUtZ3VpZGFuY2UtZm9yLXNjaG9vbHMtcmVsYXRlZC10by1saW1pdHMtb24tbXVsdGktaG91c2Vob2xkLXNvY2lhbC1nYXRoZXJpbmdzLnBkZlcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEj13cJf2R4If1IaQW15Lk1pbm9yQGNvbGNoZXN0ZXJzZC5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/-SKjRqTzB7hQZj6g2-X9Pg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhpBF1P0SHaHR0cHM6Ly9nb3Zlcm5vci52ZXJtb250Lmdvdi9zaXRlcy9zY290dC9maWxlcy9kb2N1bWVudHMvQURERU5EVU0lMjA4JTIwVE8lMjBBTUVOREVEJTIwQU5EJTIwUkVTVEFURUQlMjBFWEVDVVRJVkUlMjBPUkRFUiUyMDAxLTIwXzAucGRmVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoASPXdwl_ZHgh_UhpBbXkuTWlub3JAY29sY2hlc3RlcnNkLm9yZ1gEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/KR2pBYUiwoKgxSOqyN2Bww~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhpBF1P0SLaHR0cHM6Ly9lZHVjYXRpb24udmVybW9udC5nb3Yvc2l0ZXMvYW9lL2ZpbGVzL2RvY3VtZW50cy9lZHUtZ3VpZGFuY2UtZm9yLXNjaG9vbHMtcmVsYXRlZC10by1saW1pdHMtb24tbXVsdGktaG91c2Vob2xkLXNvY2lhbC1nYXRoZXJpbmdzLnBkZlcHc2Nob29sbUIKAEj13cJf2R4If1IaQW15Lk1pbm9yQGNvbGNoZXN0ZXJzZC5vcmdYBAAAAAE~


  

  
and   quarantine   in   accordance   with   the   guidance.    The   safety   of   all   depends   on   every   person   and   
family   following   the   guidance.   

As   a   reminder,   if   your   child   needs   to   quarantine   for   any   of   the   following   reasons,   please   contact   your   
school:   

● If   your   child   is    symptomatic   
● If   your   child   has   been   a    Close   Contact    to   a   COVID-19   positive   person   
● If   your   family   and   child   have   had    Non-Essential   Travel   
● If   your   family   and   child   have   been   to   a    Multi-Household   Gathering     

In   addition   to   these   measures   you   can   greatly   reduce   your   risk   of   spreading   and/or   catching   the   
COVID-19   virus   by   following   some   of   the   same   routines,   procedures,   and   practices   that   we   follow   at   
school,   at   home,   including:   

● Wearing   a   mask   
● Practicing   social   distancing   
● Washing   your   hands   with   soap   and   water   REGULARLY   
● Disinfect   frequently   touched   surfaces     
● Isolate   if   you   have   any   symptoms     

*Much   of   this   information   comes   from   or   is   based   on   a   recent   letter   shared   by   Superintendent   Amy   Minor   
with   the   Colchester   School   community.   

We   really   all   are   in   this   together   and   we   all   need   to   do   our   part.   

According   to   the    Vermont   Department   of   Health’s   School   Based   COVID-19   website    there   were   16   
new   cases   of   COVID-19   in   Vermont   schools   last   week   (The   week   was   shortened   due   to   Thanksgiving   
break).    Overall   there   have   been   a   total   of   128   con�rmed   cases   in   Vermont   schools.     

  
Community   Meeting   
Tonight’s   Community   Meeting   will   talk   brie�y   about   the   increase   of   Con�rmed   Cases   of   COVID-19   
in   the   state    As   usual,   there   will   be   a   time   for   community   members   to   ask   questions   and   share   their   
experiences.    The   access   to   the   Superintendent’s   weekly   Community   Meeting   is   available   below.      

  
Wednesday,   December   2,    2020,   6:00   p.m.   

  
Join   with   Google   Meet   

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/pmUKOwheJc9LW2ZZ7Z_Tog~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhpBF1P0RJaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2RjLmdvdi9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1cy8yMDE5LW5jb3Yvc3ltcHRvbXMtdGVzdGluZy9zeW1wdG9tcy5odG1sI1cHc2Nob29sbUIKAEj13cJf2R4If1IaQW15Lk1pbm9yQGNvbGNoZXN0ZXJzZC5vcmdYBAAAAAE~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/y_Q2ZtPDIca5cmWU5e8xOg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhpBF1P0SzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGVhbHRodmVybW9udC5nb3YvY292aWQtMTkvc3ltcHRvbXMtc2lja25lc3MvY2xvc2UtY29udGFjdHMtY29udGFjdC10cmFjaW5nIzp-OnRleHQ9Q2xvc2UlMjBjb250YWN0JTIwbWVhbnMlMjBiZWluZyUyMHdpdGhpbiwxOSUyMGR1cmluZyUyMHRoZWlyJTIwaW5mZWN0aW91cyUyMHBlcmlvZC5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCgBI9d3CX9keCH9SGkFteS5NaW5vckBjb2xjaGVzdGVyc2Qub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/lEflGGLGf03M3iWldRq-8g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhpBF1P0Q4aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGVhbHRodmVybW9udC5nb3YvY292aWQtMTkvdHJhdmVsLXF1YXJhbnRpbmVXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgBI9d3CX9keCH9SGkFteS5NaW5vckBjb2xjaGVzdGVyc2Qub3JnWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/sf8v_c0JVEoR1MOvNy1CAA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRhpBF1P0QvaHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBzLmhlYWx0aC52ZXJtb250Lmdvdi9DT1ZJRC9mYXEvIzQ3NjFXB3NjaG9vbG1CCgBI9d3CX9keCH9SGkFteS5NaW5vckBjb2xjaGVzdGVyc2Qub3JnWAQAAAAB
https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Transmission-Schools.pdf
https://meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi?authuser=1&hs=122


  

  
meet.google.com/yzd-szwo-tqi   

Join   by   phone   

(US)   +1   573-349-3062   PIN:   810   989   343#   

  

**Please   note   tonight’s   Community   meeting   will   be   recorded   and   posted   to   the   COVID   19   

communications   section   of   the   GISU   website   

  
Thank   you   for   working   with   us   to   support   the   GISU   mission   to   ensure   all   members   of   the   Grand   Isle   
Supervisory   Union   Learning   Community   are   curious,   creative,   courageous,   and   capable   of   pursuing   
their   aspirations   in   a   diverse   and   ever-changing   world.      

  
Sincerely,     

  

Mic����   J.   Cla��   
  

Michael   J.   Clark   
Grand   Isle   Supervisory   Union   
Superintendent   


